
Spann Family Tree 

Summaries 

 

 

 
  



 
  



  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wife of George Caldwell Spann 
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Spann Family Tree 

Some Details 

 

1. George Alfred Caldwell SPANN (b.29 Aug 1850; d.29 Jul 1937)  

 sp: Louisa Jane Gill (b.25 Sep 1853; m.9 Oct 1873; d.2 Jul 1931)  

 2.  Tennessee Rosetta SPANN (b. Jan 1870; d. Oct 1870)  

 2.  Willard Raymond SPANN Sr. (b.2 Jul 1874-Charlotte, Dickson, Tennessee; d.4  

  May 1948-Nashville, Davidson, Tennessee)  

 2. Orville Francoise SPANN (b.6 Nov 1876; d. Dec 1962)  

  sp: Daisy HITCHCOCK  

  3. Wendell SPANN  

 2. Zora Lee SPANN (b.16 Aug 1880; d.18 Jan 1974)  

  sp: James Edgar BOOTH 

  3. Ruby Lee BOOTH (b.18 Jul 1897)  

   sp: Charles Harold LOFTHOUSE  

   sp: Louis D JACKSON  

1.  James Henry KEMP   (b. 1851) 

 sp: Sarah Elizabeth SMITH (b. 1857; d.21 Jan 1943)  

 2. Alice KEMP (b.1873) 

 2.  Ella KEMP (b. 1875) 

  sp: James CARNES  

  3. Thelma CARNES  

  3. Louise CARNES  

  3. Wilmoth CARNES  

 2.  Lula KEMP (b.29 Aug 1877-Pleasant View, Chatham, Tennessee; d.21 May  

  1957)  

 2. Edith KEMP (b.11 Apr 1878-Nashville, Davidson, Tennessee; d.19 Jan 1914) 

  

SPANN & KEMP  

 2. Willard Raymond SPANN Sr. (b.2 Jul 1874-(Charlotte, Dickson, Tennessee;  

  m.2 Jun 1897; d.4 May 1948- Nashville, Davidson, Tennessee)  

 2.  Lula KEMP  (b.29 Aug 1877-Pleasant View, Chatham, Tennessee; m.2 Jun 1897; 

  d.21 May 1957)  

  3. Ruth Louise SPANN (b.21 Jul 1898)  

   sp: James Anderson PORTER Sr. (b.21 Aug 1893; d.24 May1968)  

   4. James Anderson PORTER Jr. (b.23 Jan 1921; d.8 Jan l959-  

    Kingsport, Tennessee)  

    sp: Mildred Elizabeth BROWN (b.30 Aug 1918)  

   4. Norma Wilmoth PORTER (b.11 April 1925)  

    sp: Floyd HOOKER (b.22 Nov 1923)  

    5. Paul Kenneth HOOKER (b.17 Dec 1953)  

    5. Suzanne HOOKER (b.1 May 1956)  

  3. Willard Raymond SPANN Jr. (b.26 Jul 1901; d.1 Apr 1916)  

  3. Gladys Mildred SPANN (b.1 Feb 1904-Nashville, Davidson, Tennessee;  

   d.31 Jul 1996-Mt. Juliet, Tennessee)  

   sp: Clarence Emmanuel SEIBERT (b.26 Dec 1893-Nashville, Davidson,  



   Tennessee; m.21 Jun 1922; d.l0 Aug 1942-Nashville, Davidson,   

   Tennessee)  

   4. Raymond George SEIBERT (b.28 Nov l923-Nashvlle, Davidson,  

    Tennessee; d.27 Mar 2005-Birmingham, Jefferson, Alabama) 

      sp: Frances Loraine SHOCKLEY (b.2 Apr 1924-   

    Nashville, Davidson, Tennessee; m.11 Mar 1946; d.21 Oct 1986-  

    Birmingham, Jefferson, Alabama)  

    5. Cathy Renee SEIBERT (b.19 Dec 1956-Birmingham, 

     Jefferson, Alabama)  

     sp: Percy Joe FOWLER (b.1 Nov 1954-Birmingham,  

     Jefferson, Alabama; m.29 Dec 1978)  

     6. David Warren FOWLER (b. 17 Jul I980-Norfolk,  

      Tidewater, Virginia)  

    5. Christopher Dean SEIBERT (b.28 Feb l959- Birmingham,  

     Jefferson, Alabama)  

     sp: Patricia Ann FULLER (b.10 Nov 1959-Alabama;  

     m.(Div))  

     6. Arthur Ray SEIBERT (b.26 Nov 1978-   

      Birmingham, Jefferson, Alabama; d.23 Jul 1995-  

      Birmingham, Jefferson, Alabama)  

   4. Evelyn Augustine SEIBERT (b. 13 Feb I 926-Nashville, Davidson, 

    Tennessee)  

    sp: Charles Herbert MOORE (b.20 Jan l923; d.19 Dec 1989- 

    Tennessee)  

    5. Charles Anthony MOORE (b.4 Apr 1956-Nashville,  

     Davidson, Tennessee)  

   4. Bettie Jean SEIBERT (b.9 Oct 1930-Nashville, Davidson,   

    Tennessee)  

    sp: Fred Turner BINKLEY (b.8 Mar 1923; m.19 Nov 1947)  

    5. Carolyn Sue BINKLEY (b.13 Oct 1948)  

     sp: Michael MCCLINTON (m. ? (Div))  

     6. Maria Elaine MCCLINTON (b.2 Jul 1969)  

      sp: John Roy SLOAN (b.4 Oct 1967; m.14 Feb  

      1990)  

      7. Anastasia SLOAN (b.16 Nov 1990)  

      7. Remington SLOAN (b.23 Nov1994)  

      7. Sterling Braxton SLOAN (b.1 Dec 2003)  

    5. Jeanna Elaine BINKLEY (b.8 Jun 1950)  

     sp: Milton Ray SMITH (b.13 Oct 1950; m.(Div))  

     6. Bethany Elaine SMITH (b.5 Jan 1976)  

     6. Andrew Michael SMITH (b.5 Sep 1980)  

     6. Chelsea SMITH (b.5 Aug 1989)   

    5. Gary Wayne BINKLEY (b.30 Apr 1957)  

     sp Vickie Ann FOY (b.27 Apr 1955; m.10 May 1997)  

    5. Fred Randall BINKLEY (b.20 Mar 1959)  

     sp: Victoria ? (b. 17 May 1960)  



     6. Jason Samuel BINKLEY (b.26 Oct 1982)  

      sp: UNKNOWN ? 

      7. Colton Samuel BINKLEY (b.10 Nov 2003)  

  3. Hershel Kemp SPANN (b.9 Sep 1906; d.4 Jul 1974-Tennessee)  

   sp: Catherine SMITH (d. Dec)  

   sp: Sue TURNER (b.23 May 1909; d.23 Jun 1953)  

   sp: Anna May ESTES (b.1 Feb 1911; d.18 Nov 1963)  

  3. Christine Elizabeth SPANN (b.9 Jan 1910; d.11 Oct 2003)  

   sp: Paul Almond COOLEY (b.2 Jan 1901; d.26 Aug 1989)  

   4. Ralph Willard COOLEY (b.8 Feb 1937; d.07 Jul 2004)  

    sp: Nancy Jean HUMMEL (b.7 Jun 1944)  

    5. Joshua Paul Robert COOLEY (b.10 Sep 1974) 

     sp: Kelly Anne VAUGHN (b.2 April 1978; m.13 Dec  

           2003) 

     6. Alexis Marie (Lexi) COOLEY (b.24 Jan 2006) 

     6. Madeline Grace (Emmy) COOLEY (b.23 Feb 2007) 

     6. Isabelle Hope (Izzy) COOLEY (b.16 Sept 2009) 

     6. Gabrielle Joy (Ellie COOLEY (b.29 April 2012)    

    5. Janna Christina COOLEY (b.10 May 1979; m.17 Mar  

     2001) 

     sp: Joshua Nathan SIRCUS (b.21 Sept 1977) 

     6. Jacob  Ethan (Jack) SIRCUS (b.9 Mar 2003) 

     6. Max Reuben SIRCUS (b.18 Dec 2005) 

     6. Ella Kesed SIRCUS (b.01 Aug 2007) 

   4. Ann Lynn COOLEY (b.22 Oct 1944; m.1 Feb 1974; Div.26 May  

    1978)  

    sp: David Austin CAIN (b. Jun 1939)    

  3. Dorothy Frances SPANN (b.12 Mar 1918; m.11 Aug 1939)  

   sp: William Russell CENTER (b.17 Jan 1919; d.20 Mar 1994-  

   Murfreesboro, Tennessee)  

   4. David Brian CENTER (b.15 Apr 1942)  

    sp: Shirley Anne WORTH (b.14 Dec 1945; m.22 Nov 1967) 

    5. Brian Charles CENTER (b.11 Apr 1972) 

     sp: Teri COOK (b.12 Mar 1971; m.14 Mar 19 2008) 

     6. Nicholas Alexander CENTER (b.24 Dec 2009) 

     6. Andrew Jacob CENTER (b.11 Feb 2012) 

    5. Daniel William CENTER (b.19 Aug 1979) 

   4. Thomas Willard ñTommyò CENTER (b.30 Nov 1946)  

   4. Elizabeth Ann CENTER (b.20 Sep 1952; m.29 Sept 1972; div.28  

    Aug 2007) 

     sp: Donnie McHenry GARRETT (b.06 Aug 1949; div.28 Aug  

    2007) 

    5. William Chadwick (Chad) GARRETT (b.06 Jan 1975;  

     m.19 Nov 1999) 

     sp: Meredith Karen Johnson (b.29 Dec 1975) 

     6. Payton Lindsey GARRETT (b.25 Feb 2006) 



     6. Parker Owen GARRETT (b.11 Jun 2009) 

    5. Heather Alisha GARRETT (b.7 May 1979; m.15 Feb 2003) 

     sp: Jason Andy McCall (28 Dec 1970) 

     6. Colby Dean GARRETT (b.29 Dec 1995) 

     6. Kiya Caden McCALL (b.7 May 2004) 

     6. Kinley Addison McCALL (b.25 Feb 2006)   

    4. John Russell CENTER (b.14 Jul 1956; m.17 Sept 1977)  

    sp: Susan GONZALEZ (b.24 Feb 1958) 

    5. Kaleb Russell CENTER (b.31 Jan 1981; m.25 Jun 2005) 

     sp: Virginia Anne TAFF [Ginny] (b.20 Oct 1978; m.25 Jun 

     2005) 

     6. Sofia Corinne CENTER (b.30 Jul 2007)  

     6. Phoebe Anne CENTER (b.09 April 2010) 

     6. Bree Alejandra CENTER (b.29 Aug 2012) 

    5. Kyle Nathan CENTER (b.16 Jul 1985) 

 

  



Spann Family Tree 

Addendum 

 

The Spann family's origins are Welsh. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  



Spann Family, early 1930ôs    

        

  

Seated:  George C. Spann 

Standing, left to right:  Ruby Booth, her mother Zorah Booth, Lula Kemp Spann, Willard Spann, 

James E. Booth, Dorothy Spann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Dorothy (Dot) F. Center, William R. (Bill) Center's wife , sometime in the mid 1960s. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Dorothy (Dot) F. Center, William R. (Bill) Center's wife , in April  1977s. 

  



Willard Raymond Spann, David Center's maternal grandfather lived here in 1904. This 1208 

square foot single family home has 3 bedrooms and 1.0 bathrooms. It is located at 1033 Monroe 

St Nashville, Tennessee. It was built in 1900 and is valued at about $82,000. Willard Spann lived 

in many different places in Nashville, but this is one of the few still standing. The other sites now 

have large buildings on them or freeways. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

George C Spann, David Center's Great Grandfather lived here in 1922 at 920 Boscobel St is in 

the Historic Edgefield neighborhood in Nashville, TN. It has 3 beds, 2 baths, and approximately 

1,970 square feet. The property has a lot size of 7,841 sqft and was built in 1915. It's worth 

$317,000. 

 

 
  



Eulogy Delivered at the Funeral of Willard R.  Spann  

May, 1949  
   

 

"FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH " 

 

Brother W. R. Spann one of the most faithful DEACONS I have known, and with whom I have 

labored, during these thirty-eight years of my ministry, has been called into higher and happier 

service. His mortal breath ceased Wednesday, May 4th, 1949 at 11:15 a.m. His humble, yet 

brave spirit took its flight to realms of peace and laid back the sheet that covered his peaceful 

face, and said, "Here lies one of the truest friends I ever had." 

  

We have walked and worked together for nearly twenty years. First Brother Spann was faithful 

to his Lord. He loved the God he worshiped. He loved the Lord's house where the church of 

Christ assembled. He loved his brethren with whom he labored. He loved and stood by his 

pastor, in all of our church life and missionary endeavor. He was literally a founding Father of 

the Freeland Baptist Church and a staunch supporter of the Delta Ave. Mission and the Negro 

Mission that was organized into the Third Baptist Church (Col.). 

  

Brother Spann was a faithful patriot. He was one of the best informed men in our church and 

community on the history and trends of political life. He knew the dependable men of his city. 

He held in utter contempt every traitor of truth and integrity. Brother Spann was a faithful 

husband and father. He was a gentleman in his home. He was congenial, yet firm in his home 

life. He was gracious in reception of visitors; and entertained them with a radiant glow of 

Christian courtesy. 

  

We'll miss him more as the days lengthen the shadows of his passing. We'll miss him at church, 

at the Deacons' meetings, where he was chairman. We'll miss him in the community, in our city, 

and most of all in that home of his lovely family. His family rise up to call him blessed.  

 

Bunyan Smith, Pastor  

Third Baptist Church  

Nashville, Tennessee  

   

Recollection: One of my prominent memories of Papa Spann was his reverse integration of the 

city buses in Nashville, Tenn.  Whenever he and I took the bus together, which was fairly often, 

we always sat in the rear of the bus in the "colored" section with the African American 

passengers rather than with the other passengers in the "whites only" section of the bus.  

 

David B. Center 

  



 

 
 

Four Mile Tree Plantation House. 

 

Colonel George Jordan was the great grandfather of Mary Norwood who was the mother of Capt. 

Richard Spann, Dorothy Center's seventh grandfather and David Center's eighth grandfather. 

 

Col. Jordan was one of Surry County, Virginia's most prominent citizens. He was in the House of 

Burgesses at intervals for nearly 30 years, serving in the sessions of 1646-47, 1658-59, 1674-76. 

He was a Justice in Surry County in 1652 and afterwards was Attorney General for Virginia from 

1667 to his death in 1678. 

 

Apparently, George Jordan arrived in Virginia in 1637. Greer's "Early Virginia Immigrants" says 

that George Jordan was imported 1637 by Capt. Henry Browne of James City County. 

 

In 1673, the Surry Court granted George Jordan a certificate showing his right to have land 

(head-rights) for the transportation of 38 persons, among whom was Fortune Flood, his sister, 

who married John Flood; Arthur Jordan, his brother; Charles and William Jordan; John Cary, 

Robert Lee and William Thompson. 

 

Colonel George Jordan lived near Four Mile Tree Plantation. At this plantation, is today found 

one of the oldest legible tombstones in Virginia: that of George Jordan's wife, Alice. It reads: 

 

"Here lyeth the Body of Alyce Myles 

daughter of John Myles of Branton 

near Herreford Gent. and late wife 

of Mr. George Jordan in Virginia who 

departed this life the 7th of January 1650 

Reader, her dust is here included who was 

Witt and grace composed 

Her life was Vertuous during health But 

Highly Glorous in her death. 

 



The Kemps of Smith, Tennessee 
 

 

The Kemps from Smith, Tennessee.  Jonathan KEMP (a Civil War veteran) is Lula KEMP 

Spann's grandfather, Dorothy SPANN Center's great grandfather and David B. CENTER's 

second great grandfather.  The other pictures are of Jonathanôs brothers ï Larkin and his wife, 

Bailey and his wife, Asa, Harvey and his wife ï and their Aunt Rebecca KEMP Gregory. Several 

of the brothers fought in the Civil War. It's unusual to find so many pictures from one family 

from so long ago. 

 

 

 
 

   Jonathan Kemp               Larkin and Ann McClain Sutton Kemp 

     (1827-1896) 

               

 

 

                                                               
 

       Bailey Peyton Kemp and wife Juda                                         Asa Kemp  

 


