Happy Holidays 2018, from Shirley & David

Here is our Year 2018 in pictures:

In February, we went to Tampa again to spend the month with our friends Marianne and Phil,
their dog Clyde, and our dog Loki. This year Marianne and Shirley saw big swarms of crows at
sunset every day. We also saw swans (white, brown, and black), and large groups of pelicans
on a lake.

In March, David and Shirley met Brian, Teri, Nicholas, and Andrew at Lake West Point, GA,
for a camping/fishing vacation. David and I had a small cabin of our own, while the rest of
the family had a larger cabin close by.

In the spring and summer, Daniel, our youngest son who lives with us, grew a hot-pepper
garden on our deck. He then pickled some of them and dried the rest. He also learned to use
electrolysis to clean rust off of iron cauldrons, pots, etc. They came out looking almost new!

In June and October, we visited Brian and his family. Brian belongs to a boat “club,” so he,
Nicholas, Andrew, and their “Naunie” (Shirley) went deep-sea fishing in the Bay on the first
trip. On the second trip, we did a variety of things.

In July, Brian and the grandsons came to our house for a visit. It was another fishing
weekend, at the nearby reservoir and at a trout farm in Suches, GA.

In September, David and Shirley went to Murfreesboro, TN, to view the recently installed
double monument for David’s parents and to eat dinner with his brothers, Tom and John, and
his sister, Elizabeth.

In October, Shirley and David went on a Kryia Yoga Retreat at the Center for Spiritual
Awareness (CSA) in Lakemont, GA.
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After the retreat, Shirley went on an RV camping trip to the Smoky Mountains with her
sister Jan, husband Bruce, and their cat Magellan. It suddenly turned very cold just before
we left. But we enjoyed ourselves and still spent a lot of time outside. On our hikes, we saw
groups of elk, mountains, and waterfalls.

In November, we went to Maryville, TN, to visit our dear friends Phil and Marianne in their
new home. Shirley went with them to nearby Townsend to walk a trail along a river.

Also in November, Brian and his family came to visit us the weekend before Thanksgiving,
since he had to work during that week. The boys discovered Daniel’s pellet guns and bb gun in
the basement, so whenever we weren’t going somewhere, we were out on the deck practicing!
A really fun experience that we all had was indoor skydiving in an indoor vertical wind tunnel!

We were given a flight training lesson, a skydiving uniform to wear (including helmet and
goggles), and took several turns “flying!”

Nicholas and Andrew watching before our turn.

To celebrate Thanksgiving and our Anniversary Day, which coincided this year, we had a
quiet, traditional meal at home. (The picture is only missing the dessert: pecan pie with
butter pecan ice cream.)

We’ll be spending Christmas with Brian and his family. First, we’ll celebrate Nicholas’
birthday, which is Christmas Eve. And Christmas Day is always more fun with little kids and
family around!
Happiness and good health to you!
Shirley & David & Loki

